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Another reason for false evidence is ignorance. A wit-
ness comes up on behalf of the accused or, it may be, of the
prosecutor. He is first examined by the vakeel for his own
side. He knows that this vakeel will ask him no embar-
rassing questions,, and answers everything off fpat'. In fact,,
he probably says a great deal more than he really knows.
When the other vakeel gets up, he knows that he is retain-
ed on the opposite side,, and his questions may, therefore; be
dangerous. Accordingly he thinks the best thing to do is to
answer every question in .the negative, and is not deterred
even when the answer is palpably an untruth. He soon
gets into difficulties and then has to admit that he has
been giving false answers. This, of course, throws sus-
picion upon the whole of his previous evidence, the principal
part of which may have been true. The idea of a common
native witness of the uneducated class, seems to be that he
must help the judge to convict or acquit the prisoner, as
the case may be. " This or that is what really happened,"
he thinks, " but if I don't tell the judge he will never find
it out." Of course, there are a great many cases in which
the evidence is wilfully false, but I believe that in a very
large number of cases, where false evidence is given, it is not
intentional, and it only requires a little patience and good
humour to find out what is true and what is false. In civil
eases this is much more difficult, and there is scarcely a civil
case that comes before the courts in which there is not
wilful perjury and frequently forgery on both sides. These
cases generally have to be decided on hard facts and on
circumstantial evidence. Good circumstantial evidence is
generally supposed to be the best kind of evidence that
can be produced, but it is remarkable in this country how
frequently circumstances are forged so as to fit in with one
another.

False confessions are also not uncommon. In Europe it
sometimes happens that a man will make a false confession
of a- crime that is occupying public attention, but it is
generally found that the person is of weak intellect, In
this country, however, confessions are sometimes mado